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' The Common Duty of all Men, 
| AND THE > Le 4 
Special Duty of Magiſtrates, 


Concerning the Execution of the Laws, vc... 


HAT Sobrjety, Pertut, and Piety,'are abſolate 2 
in a People, for the Good and Well-Being of 4 nity, > 
as they arcin particular Perſons for their own Well-Being; © 
and, -on the contrary, that Laxary, Vice, and feupicty, 
-are as Perniciots and Deftruftive to. both; is not only certain-in it 
felf, but eaſily apparent 'to any Man of Reaſon 'and J 
J ndgmevt, who will apply his Mind to a ſerious Conſideration of 
the Nature, Effefts, and Conſequences thereof; of the Experience 4 
"of all Ages, legible in the Hiſtories of all Nations; and of the Judg- _ 
ment of Perſons and People moſt Fam'd for Wiſdom in all Nations 
'of the World, legible in their Laws, and other Writings. | | 
And for the Securing and Procuring of this Good; and for Avoiding 
-or Removing the contrary Evil, that GOOD LAWS are ns 
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lar Perſons, is likewiſe certain init ſelf, and alſo eafie tobe urder- 
ſtood, both from the Conſideration of the Nature of Man corrapted 
-and prone toEvil, and fromcommon Experience, and the Judgment 
of the Wiſeſt of Men in all Ages and Parts of the World. : 
Again, It is as certain and evident, that »o Laws, be-they never / 
Ta Good, are ſufficiens of themſelves for theſs. Porpoſts, unleſs they >; 
be duly and conſtantly Execated : ' Nay, That 1tis'better to have _ | 
none at all, than nar to hare them Executed +: For, as'the Violation 
of Laws is a Conternpr of” Hurhority, fo_the Neele@> of the, Bne- 
-£ution is a*Proſtiturion of tt,” expoſing the Government, an ng. - 
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© -- to the Diſſolution of it, and, to habituate and harden the People the 
L more in Wickedneſe and Diſobedience. 9.40) Ws X 4" Ea 
= And Trorn bence it is very plain, That ſuch as have little Care or 
Concern.4r the EXECUTION of the LAWS, for the Purpoſes 
afo-< laid; have bur lictle Care or Concern for! the Gaed of t@r Coun- 
'rrey, or God Will to it ; and; therefore, do'not deſerve any Reſpect 
from their Countrey, but to belooked upon as unnatural Beaſts and 
Afonſters, unworthy to Live in a Civil Society, and much more un- 
. worthy to be Choſen inte any Place. of Authority or, Honour: m it ; 
as, on the other ſide, they who ate Studios, Aﬀtiveeand-Irduftrious 
to promote the Execution . of Good Laws, are juſtly to be 
accounted and eſteemed, by all Men, as principal Friends and Be- 
 mefattors to their Countrey, and as beſt deſerving Preferment, Au - 
#hority and Honoxr amongſt them; and all ſuchas are-fortie Choiee 
or Promotion of any Perſons, upon other Conſiderations, as of their 
Eſtates or Treatments, &e, without Regard to this, are to be look'd 
upon ds Brutes, Suckers, or Evil Members in the, Community... / 
This, Natural Reaſon, Experience, and common Humanity, do 
dictate to' us: 'But.wearc tp. remember, that this is, 4.Chrifian 
* Skate, and if we be what: we profeſs, ſincere and; honeſt Chiiſtians 
indeed, we muſt know, that a;Chriftian is a Man and more,” Par- 
taker of the Divine Nature, as far-tranſcending that of a meer: Na- 
tural Man, as that which is peculiar ro. Man doth. that which. is 
common-to him.-with Brutes, and filling, him. with Reverence and 
Devotion to. Gad, - and Zeal- for. his Honour and. Service, and with 
Love and' Good Will to Men, -and a Readineſs to all Acts of Charity 
and Benificence, : 1 - / 1 * 
A good Chriſtian will-be good in all Relations; a good Parent, 
a good Child; a good Maſter, a,good Servant ; a good Magiſtrate, 
a good Subject; a good Neighbour, a -good Citizen, and a good 


-.- 


"4k 


are. obliged to da; as þ ſhall further ſhew hereafter ; but becauſe” 


the MAT STRATE arc, OPAL» BETY other and more: 
ſpecial Obligations by the. Places they. hold, ana the Oarhs they: 
rake, 1, ſhall firſt conſider. thoſe. wed 

The.Office of \Magiftrates is a Great Truſt repoſed in them, 6i 


and. originally by God Himſelf, They are his Miniſters, for the 


Good of his People, and he will require an Account of them, how- 
they have behaved themſelves in the Diſcharge of” ir. Though he: 
permits the Choice to. Men, yet will he Judze all at laſt, And 
therefore they may do well to have much in their Minds the Charge 
of Jehoſhapher to his Judges, 2 Chr. 19. 6, Take heed what ye ao: 
for ye judge not for. Man, but for the Lord, who is with you m_the 
Trudgment. Wherefare, now let the Fear of the Lord be upon you. Take 
heed, and do it: for there 1s no Iniquity with the Lord our God, nor 
Reſpett of 'Perſons, nor taking of. Bribes, V. 9. Thus ſhall ye ao in the 
Fear of the Lord, faithfully, and with a perfett heart. v. 11. Deal 
conragiouſly, and the Lord ſhall be with the Good, But more im 


mediately, 


It is a Pwblick Truft repoſed in them by their OR: by the Hand + 


their. Prence./| 'And if the Non-Performance, or Neglect, or Breach 
of a Truſt between Man and Man be a thing ſo odious and infas 
mous, as it is commonly reputed, certainly the Neglect of a Publick 
Truſt, repoſed in.them by their King and.Countrey, is really much 
more to be condemned: | 
| The due, Performance and. Diſcharge of this Truſt and Charge 


-_ 


is a principle Part of. the Allegiance and Fiaelzrty which they owe to + 


their King and Cauntrey, and of true Loyalty. And therefore, who- 


ever pretend to thoſe things, and refuſe or neglect the compleat - 
Diſcharge of this Truſt, when Occaſion is offered, are meer' Pre- 
tenders to what they are not, and.are to be eſteem'd_'no betrer - 


than. Kneves and Cheats, who ſeek to ferve themſelves, under ſpe- 
6jous Pretences and Appearances. And ſuch are all who pretend 


highly to thoſe things, and yet, at the ſame time, make no Scruple - 


to tranſgreſs. the Laws, whether. they be..in any Authgnfy or not ; 
they are, plainly, cither Knaves, that would abuſe both thetrKing and 
Countrey by their Pretences 5 or Fools; that underſtand not them- 
ſelves, or what they do; and do not deferve any Reſpect from any 
Men of Senſe,/that.are Lovers of their Caountrey: - /_ | 
+ | Thus far the very Atceptexce of ſuch; an; Office of -Fruſt doth 
oblige ; byt;with us they are moreover obliged by Solemn, Oath ; nay, 


doubly, obliged ;- for they muſt take Two. Oath; at their” Entrans 


upon. thcic Office >. The Oath of Allegiance or. Fidehuy, wherehyahat, = » 
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” {fieSiarce and Filclity which they were before obliged to keep an 
” perform, as they «re Members of the Community, they are now 
ther obliged, by Sdemn Oath, wo keep and perform inviolables 
| And every Tranſgreſſion or Neglect of this Duty becomes doubly 
- _ -«Ulpable by Breach of Dzty, and by Breach of Oath and Perjary, 
”  _ And the Perjary is double too: For befides the more general'Oarh 
of Allegiance, there is another Oath more eſpecially concerning the 
'Office of 7uſtice of the Peace, which hath been anciently to the like 
O now it is. It comprehends -in few Words a Summary 
” - of their | as followeth, 
F You ſhal Ik That as Juſtice of the Peace in the 
County of N. ina L Articles in the King's Commiſion tg 
you direited, You ſhall do Equal Right to the Pooz, 
and to the Rich, after your Cunning, Wit, and 
Power, and after the Laws. and Tulloms of the 
Kealm, and Statutes thereof made, 8c. 

In which Words, there are three things obſervable. 1. The Day, 
. or the Matter of the Obligation. And that is T. -In' General, to do 
Right, or Juſtice. 2. More eſpecially to do Equal Right, without 
Reſpet of Perſons, to the Poor, and to the Rich. 2. The Extent or 
Limitation of it ; and that is Threefold. x, Within a certain County, 
It is limited to-the County exprefſed in the Commiſſion ; but ex- 
tends to the whole Countrey. And the Obligation is of the ſame 
"Extent with the Authoriry. 2. Within the Articles of the Com- 
-miffion. 'It is in all the Articles in the King's Commiſſion ; but 
limited 'to them. 3. In the Rule; it muſt be after the Zavs, Cx- 
. foms, and Statntes of the Realm. And, 3. The Afaxner, and that 
is after the Cunning, Wit, and Power of the Juſtice, according to 
the beſt of his Underſtanding, Skill, and Abtliey. 

What is tnore briefly and ſummarily comprized in the Oath, is 
more fully and particularly expreſſed and ſer out in the Commſſios; 


which begins thus ; 

noff'Fe, That we have aſſigned you joyntty-and 
levcrally, and every-one of pou, our Juſtices, td conſerve 
our Peace in the County of N. and to keep and cauſe to 
be kept in qur ſaid-County; as well within Liberties 
as without, All D2dinances andStatutes made fozths 
Good of our Peace; #nd'theConſervation theredf,and 

02 the Quirt Kule atd'Sovernmentof burPeople, in 
Land cvery the 'Artieles thereof, a x to the 


ce, Fozm, and Effeit thereof ;- And to Chafiſe any? 2 
nifh all Perſons in our ſaid County ing 
againſt the Fon of theſe Dzvinances 02 Statutes, 0z* 
any of them, as accozding to the Fozm of theſe Ozvi-- 
nances and Statutes is to be done, &c. 
Here, in the Beginning of the Commiſion, we have the End for 
which it is Granted; and that is, to keep the Peace, and to keep and: 
cauſe to be keps All Ordinances and Statutes, &c. and the Means, . 
which they are to cauſe them to be kept ; and that is, te Chaſtiſe* _ > 
and Puniſh All Perſons Offending. But, fuſt, they are to keep them *% 
Themſclues; and that is a good Means to induce others to do the- pot: 
like, by giving them a good Example, But ſuch Magiſtrates as make 4 
ho Scruple to break any-of the LAWS, which they are Swom to» © 
and to cauſe all-others to keep, do in effect teach all others * 
to deſpife the-Government, and their own Authority ; and to make 2 
light of their Oaths, and fo, as much as in them is, diffolve all the 
Bond and Tycs of Government ; and are therefore utterly unwor- 
thy to hold any Place in it:;. The Conſequence of Occaſions to the - 
People, to ſhew any Diſ-reſpett' xo the Publick Authority, though it- 
be but in Inſtances of what may be thought leſfer Offences at,the- 
firſt, is more pernicious to any Government, than the Breaches of.” - 
the Laws in greater Inſtances, when duly puniſhed. ES 
But as they muſt firſt keep them Themſelves, fo muſt they cauſe - 
them to be kept by Orhers, by Puniſhment of 4 Perſons Offe I 


- 


This is that Equal ight to-the Poor, and to the Rich, thar Im 

uftice which they obligethemſelves to do by Solemn Oath... It muſt: 

e done upon All Offenders, Omnes in-Comitatu predifto delinguentes ; - 
All, without Exception... . All are ſubje& to theſe Laws, be their-- 
Eftare or Quality what. it will. And if I be intruſted by the King, 
and Sworn to God, to Execnte the Laws, 1 muſt Execute them: 
von All Perſons, be they who they will, Civil, Military, or Eccler- 

ical, who preſume to tranſgreſs them, and rey ſubject rhem- 

ſelves to the Authority with which I'am inveſted and intraſted,” Be-- 
he my Equal, or.be he my Superior in any other Reſpect, yer if he- 
trangreſs theſe LAWS, which 1 am bound to Execute, and within - 
the Limits*and Extent-of my Juriſdiction, I am bound to Execute - 
them upon him; though, in all other Reſpetts, I muſt treat him ac- 
cording to his Quality. Even Privilege of Parliament extends not: 
to ſome Crimes. And though the final Determination may not ber: 
long to me, yet if any mean Adts,, ſuch as Enquiry, Examination, .. 
Commitment, &:c. in order to further Puniſhment, do, LanbfitEe: 
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*Ectte the Laws fo far as 1 am authorized. And here it may 
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be noted,” That Partiality, or wilful Connivance, or Indulgence' 6 


,* any in their Offences, againſt the Laws, is of like evil* Conſequence 


with the Magiſtrates taking Liberty to themſelves to tranſgreſs. Ir 
encourages hope of Impunity, and ſo tends; to fruſtrate the very 
'End of. Puniſhment, which is, to deterr others from the like , Of- 
Fences. | | ; et % 

If theſe thinzs were well conſidered, Men would neither be- fo 
forward to undertake fo great and weighty a CHArge, much greater 
than they are aware of, as many ate; nor ſo caſlily fatisfie themſelyes 
in any Negle&t of their Duty, after they are once ſo engaged in it, as 
'too many do. If they did well conſider it, they would either never 


" 


*be perſwaded to ingage in it, or reſolve to diſcharge it faithfally, 


whatever it coſt them ; and, to that end, ſpare'no Pains, by Study, 
by Converſation, and by conftant and diligent Attendance to Buſineſs 
with others, to qualifie themſelves for it. For though no Man is 
obliged further than he is able, ſo that he be ſincere-and faithful in 
doing the beſt he can: yet the Commiſſion ſuppoſeth a Competence 
of Knowledge and Skill-in all that are Cotnmiſſhoned : And they that 
E conſcious to themſelves, that, they are not in ſome ſort qualified, 
J. t will undertake it, will have nothing to excuſe them, if they 
corhmit any great Miſcarriage : But ſuch, as, with a good Deſign 
ſerve God and their Countrey, do ingage in it, and though ſen- 
ible” of ſome. Deficience, and that they are not ſo compleatly qua- 
lifged as they. wonld be, yet are diligent, both to improve them- 
clycs, and to diſcharge their Duty upon all Occaſions, in the beſt 
manner that they can, need pot doubt. of the Acceptance and Bleſs+ 
Ing, of God upon them. And, this I muſt ſay, for their Enconrage- 
mens, if. they be Perſons of Conſcience and Religion, and undertake 
it with pure Intention, and'gaod Deſign, and with Reſotntion to be 
Faichful in it, and do att accordingly, that as they do at the ſame 
Inftant enter into a new Relation to Almighty God, and become his 
Miriſters, ſo they are admitted: to the Priviledge of a Special Pro- 
vidence ; and, befides a ſpecial Providence over them here, if they 
continue Faithful to the laft,. will have a ſpecial Reward: of their 
Fidelity hefcafter, doh | | 
© Beſides Magiſtrates, there are other inferiour Officers ; as Con- 
fables, and Charch-Wardens, who are under ſpecial Obligations by 
Oath, to be aſſiſting in this Buſineſs,” _ But there is no occaſion tg 
fay any thing of them in particular, more than this, That their Ne- 
zlects are. aggravated by an Addition of Perjaury, And, therefore, 
ure to the common Obligations vpon All; ET LY 
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If Good Laws be neceffary, if Execution of them be ne&+ 
ceſlary, if Magiſtrates be neceſſary for that, then muſt alſo Know= 
ledge of the Offences committed againſt the Laws be neceſſary” 
to the Magiſtrates: And becauſe they are ſeldom committed in-the 
Preſence of Magiſtrates, due INFORMATION by thoſe who 
* have ſufficient Riowledss of any ſuch, is likewiſe neceſlary, as the 
very Foundation upon which the due Execution of the Laws doth 
depend. From whence it doth follow plainly, That, if Wicked- 
neſs doth abound in a Nation, all they are involved in the National 
Guilt who do not faithfully do their part for the Correction and 
Reformation of it; and that is, All they, who having any ſufficient 
Knowledge of any particular of the Offences, do not give due In- 
formation thereof to ſome proper Magiſtrate, unleſs the Offender 
will otherwiſe be brought to do what is requiſite. This is evident 
of it ſelf to any Man of Senſe and Reaſon; and it is farther con- 
firmed by the Authority of the Sacred Scriptures, with refþett, both 
to the particular Perſons Offending, and to the Land, and whole 
Community of the Nation. Thor ſhalt nat hate thy Brother in thy 
heart. Thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin 
upon him, Lev. 19. 17. where hating ſignifies any defect of Love, 
and not bating implies a Duty of Love and Charity comprized in 
this Precept. Ir is an excellent Direftion which is given by our 
Saviour, Mat. 18. IF, 16, 17, for 'onr Dealing with Offenders. 
So that the firſt thing to be intended and endeavoured, 1s the Good 
of the Offender, the Gaining of our Brother. But if he be incor- 
rigible by *private Admonition, then muſt Application be made te 
Authority, not only for his Correction, but for the Removing or 
Preventing fo much of the Evil. from the Nation, and to avoid any 
Participation in the common Guilt, But it is further to be conft- 
der'd, that it is not only the Perſon Offending, the Perſon privy to 
the Offence, and the whole Community that is concerned in it, but, 
(which 1s, and ought to be, to all who have any Senſe of Religion, 
more than all) the Honour of God, whoſe Laws are contemned, 
And if Devotion, in ſuch caſe, be not enough to incite to Action; 
Senſe and Apprehenſion of Judgment, for Neglect of Duty, if there 
be cauſe for that, poſſibly may. And if the Zeal of Phinehas, in 
the Cauſe of God, was ſo acceptable, that it procured the Averring 
of Judgment from the People, and a Bleſſing upon himſelf; the 
Neglect of Dnty, and Unfaithfulneſs of a Perſon in ſuch a Caſe, 
may provoke Judgment, either. here, at leaſt to be left out to par- 


take in ſome common Judgment, or hereaſttr, Conce:lment, in 7 


fome Caſes, is Criminal, and Puniſhable by the, Laws of. 


ts 


(10) 

- but in many others it may bY culpable by the "Laws of God, 
and Fring Judgment upon'the Guilty 5 and-the Ancient Chriſtians 

did cantth it according to the*Nature of the Crime or Offence 
. conceiled : And, - if I be not fnuch miſtaken, it is an epidemical 
Sin in this: Nation at this-time :. for inſtance, What is more com- 
..mon at the Tables of Noble Men and Gentlemen, and in all Com- 
.panies, than Prophanation of the Holy Name- of GOD? and, 
What more rare-to be met with than.any Proſecution, or ſo much 
as Reproof- for the ſame? And if we enquire into the Reaſons, we 
hall find none but what are reducible to Fear, or Shame ; which 
are more horrid Sins than is commonly EI The Fear of 
Han bringeth a Snare : but whoſo patteth his Trult in the Lord ſhall 
| be ſafe, ſaith Solazwon. But it is a diſmal Snare, which is deteted 
in the Revelations, where we find the Fearfyl placed in the Front 
- with Unbelievers, Abominable, and the reſt that ſhall Lave their part 
. 3n the Lake which burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, Rev.'21.8, arid 
to the ſame effect it is which our Saviour ſaith, Afar. 8. 38. Who- 
 ſoever ſhall. be aſhamed of me, and of my Words, in this adalterous 
, and ſinful Generation, of him alſo the Son of Man ſhall-be aſhamed, when 
, he cometh in the Glory of his Father, with the holy Angels, And if 
the Caſes be: juſtly examined, the difference of the Temptations of 
thoſe who lapſed in the Times of Perſecution, and of thoſe who 
fear, orare aſhamed to open their Mouths in the Cauſe of God now, 
. When they have the Laws on their ſide, I do not ſee any reaſon to 
think the Sin of theſe ever a jot leſs than that of thoſe, which, amongſt 
. the Ancient Chriſtians, was reckoned one of the firſt Rank. And 
If this be ſo, what a load of Guilt doth lye upon this Nation upon 
; the ſcore of this one particular. So thar both the Greatneſs of the 
-Sin in it ſelf, and che Greatneſs of the Guilt already contrated 
.upon the Nation by this- Unfaithfulneſs, both to God, and to our 
Countrey, are ſuch as may reaſonably move conſiderate Perſons to 
; beware of them, that they do not, by any Neglect, partake in them, 
Beſides, the Promiſes of the Gaps to ſuch as ſuffer for Righteonſneſs 
ſake, Mat. 5. 10, 11,12, 1 Pet, 4. Ls. are ſuch asgreatly aggra- 
vate the Sin of ſuch a Neglect, and of the Neglett of ſuch an 
Occaſion of acquiring a Title to ſuch Promiſes, were the Sufferings . 
.Certain, and .much greater than can reaſonably be feared now. 
But a great part of the Suffering now to be fear'd is but a Bugbear, 
and hath nothing real-in it, that is the Reproach of being Informer. 
It is true, the uſual Practice of Informers, tor Malice or Lucre, hath 
brought an evil Name upon what is not only a thing indifferent in 
. itsewn Nature, but well uſed, both Lawful, Neceſſary, and Com- 
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mendable. When Men do it not out of Malice, or for Lucre, bitzt- , © 
for the real Good of the Offender, of the Community, and for the 
Honour and Service of God, this is an ACt of Charity, and Ver- 
tae, and truly Þ- :ourable. 

This which I have ſaid concerning the Obligations of all, who - 
have any Knowledge of any Offences againſt the Laws, to give 
Information thereof to ſuch as have Authority t6 corre@t and puniſh 
the ſame, is no leſs Obligatory upon 4l is Axthority to proceed, . 
according to their Information. Nay, if they, through Fear or Shame, .. 

( which doth too often happen; through the Impudence of this moſt - 
wicked Generation) neglect their Duty therein, their Guilt is 
much greater, they having, in a manner, the Law in their own 
hand, and being ſo eſpecially obliged, as before is ſhewed. 

And here I ſhall recommend one Conſideration more to all ſuch 
as truly and cordially 'defire to diſcharge the Duty, not only of _. 
common Humanity, or of a civil State, but of Chriſtians indeed : 
they muſt conſider farther, that though this be a Chr:i?:ap Stare, yer 
1s the whole Nation ina very finfsl State, and hath great reaſon to 
fear ſome very ſevere Ffudgment of God for the Puniſhment and 
CorreCtion thereof. If we well conſider the Judgments of God . 
threatned, - both: in the Old and the New Teftament, and the ſevere 
Judgments of God executed upon the Nation of the Jews, which 
were his peculiar People, and now are, and have been for many 
Ages, a Monument of his Judgments to all others ; upon the Seven 
Churches of 4fis, ſo Famous heretofore ; upon the former flouriſh- 
ing other Greek Churches, now under miſerable Slavery ; upon the 
Bohemian Clhurch, which was one of the firſt and beſt Reformed 
Churches; and others ; and then confider the preſent * State of this * 34+ 
Church and Nation, how little any of theſe have exceeded us in ſpreading: 
Wickedneſs ; and how little Effe& either the Judgments or the Mer- ### Gro? 
Cics of God have had upon us, toward a Reformation ; We may Sin @ VP 

=, ay ean?ſs in 
ſee greatreaſon to expe the like Judgments near approaching now, x7.-:m 
and no reafon to hope to eſcape the ſame, without a very conſi- the appro 
derable Reformation of- that horrid Wickedneſs which is daily Gom- of Gods Fa 
mitted by a great part ; toſay nothing of the Pride and Vanity, the e7ts » 
Covetouſneſs and Wordly-mindedneſs, the Formality and Luke- brie fy aq 
warmnefs, and other Decays of genuine Chriſtian Piety and Ver- ;:con 
rue, Even in Proteffors of Religion, which are things one ef the cerning © 
reach of Humane Laws. Publick 

The former Coniiderations manifeſt a general Obligation upon all, . 4 
to uſe their bcſt Endeavonrs for the Good of their Countrey,, andour 
iclyes, Dut this a more ſpecial Obligation to be active vponh "0 


- 
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for Preſervation from imminent Judgment and DeſtruRion , 
-or great Calamity, that we be not ſurprized in it: for it is 
very plain and evident, that the greateſt part of: the Nation 
1s at this time, from the higheſt to the loweſt, under ſuch a ſpirit 
. of Slumber, Scnſeleſneſs, and Careleſneſs, as doth uſually preceed 
ſuch ſurprizing Judgments, and whereof our Saviour gave great 
Warning, as we may read, LZzk. 17. 24, 36. (which is to be un- 
_derſtood, not only of his Goming at the lait great Day, but alſo of 
his Coming in Judgment upon particular Nations and Churches ) 
and in other places of the Goſpels, But in the Severeſt of his 
Judgments the Merciful and Gracious God doth always, by a. di- 
Ringuiſhing Providence, which is noted by our Saviour, and is very 
obſervable in all the Prophetick Denunciations of Judgments, and 
in the Execution thereof, ſecure 4 Remnant of ſuch as ſincerely fear 
Him, and ſeek to avert his Judgments. So that there is great 
- Encouragement for thoſe who will take Warning, and endeavour to 
be of that Number, whatever become of the reſt. But if they en- 
deavour that as they ought, there is hopes that Judgment may be 
averted from all. For, to paſs by other Reaſons, what we have ſeen 
 effefted by the Zeal and Aftivity of one Man, we may well hope 
may much more be effeted by the Zeal and concurrent Aftivity 
of many. In the Sacred Hiſtory we have a remarkable Inſtance of 
the Judgments of God and the fieree Anger of the Lord turned 
away from the Children of J/-ael! by the Courage and Aﬀivity of 
one, Phinehas, while he was Zealous for God's Sake among them, fo 
that the Plague was ſtayed from them, that he conſumed them not 
in his Jealouſie, Becauſe he was Zealous for God, and thereby 
made an Attonement for the Children of /rael, he at once both 
pacitied the Wrath of God, and fo averted his Judgment from them, 
and alſo obtained a ſpecial Glorious Promiſe and Bleſling of God 
for himſelf, and his Poſterity, as we may ſee, Numb, 25. 

There are other Duties incumbent upon all, in reſpe& of the Judg- 
ments of God, which we have great Reaſon'to fear ; as Repentance, 
and Reformation of our ſelves, and Mourning and Supplication for 
the Sins of the Nation, end frequent and earneſt Prayers for the 
Averting of thoſe Judgments: but that which here was to be con- 
ſidered, is only the Promotion of a Reformation by a vigorous and 
ſteddy Execution of Laws; which reſpe&s beth this, and all the 
reſt of the Obligations before-mentioned ; of this more might be 
ſaid ; bur theſe things well conſider'd, I ſuppoſe ſufficient, as to the 
Execution of the Laws in-general : But I muſt add a few things concer- 

ingonc in particular, wiuch was the Occaſion of this Diſcourſe. It is, 
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The Late ACT for the more effe&ual Supprefling. 


Prophane CURSING and SWEARING,”” 
To this Effet, 


Þatif any Perſon, afrer 24 June, 1695. pzophanely Swear oz 

Curſe in the Preſence of any Juſtice of the Peace, oz Pead 
Dfficer of the Place where the @fence is committed, oz ſball be 
thereof convicted dy the Path of One Witneſs, oz by his own Cone * 
fefſion befoze ſuch Juſtice oz Officer, be ſhall foz ebery ſuch Dffence 
Pay to the Wſe of the Pooz of the Paziſh, where the Offence is 
committed, if Serbant, Day-Labourer, Common Souldier, oz Cons 


mon D2aman, One Shilling, and every other Perſon Two Shils- . 


lings; and foz a Second Offence after Conviction, double ; - and fo 
a T hird, treble. 2. That upon Negle& or Refuſal ro Pay, any 
Iuftice oz Pfficer ſþall ſetid his Warzant to the Conſtable, Tythings 
Wan, Church-Warder, oz Dvberſeer of the Pooz of the Parifh, where 
the Dflence is committed, to Levy the Sum fozfeited to the Uſe of 
the Pooz of the Pariſþz and in caſe no Diſtreſs can be had, to ſet 
the Dffender, if above the Age of Sixteen, in the Stocks by the ſpace 
of one Pour, foz a ſingle Dffence ; and foz moze than one Dffence, 
at the ſame time, two Pourg: but if under that Age, unleſs be 
Pay fozthwith, to cauſe him to be Whip'd by the Conſtable, oz by the 
Parent, Guardian, oz? Waſter of the @ffender, in the Preſence of the 
Conſtable, 3. That if the Juſtice oz Officer wilfully oz wittingly 
omit the Pertormance of this Duty in the Execution of this Act, 
be ſhall Forfeit Fibe Pounds, one Woiety to tbe Uſe of the Jn 
fozmer, 4. That if any Suir be bzought againſt any Juſtice, Officer, 
02 Perſon, foz any thing done in purſuance of this Act, the Defen- 
dant may Plead the General Jſſue, and give the ®pecial Patter in 
Evidence, and fþall have trzeble Cofts, upon Uerdict foz him, oz the 
Plaintiffs Nonſuit oz Difcontinuance. 5, Proviſo that the Pzoof 
be within ten Days next after the @ffence committed. 6, Thar 
the Act be Read in all Churches and Publick Chappels immediately 
after Pozning Prayer on Four Dundays, viz. next after June 24. 
Septemb. 29. Dec. 25. and March 25. under pain of Twenty 
Dbillings fo2 ebery Mmiſſion, #7. That the Juſtice 62 Yeads 
Dfficer Regiſter all Convictions at the time, and Certitie the ſame 
at the next General Muzrter Seffions, to be kept upon Reco2d, ta 
be ſeen without Fee, a 
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Dh Deſign of this ACT, I to puniſh, correct and ſuppreſs twe- 


) nces againſt the Two great Commandments of God, 
The one, viz. Prophaze SWEARING, is a Crime immediately 


ime, for which the Pwniſbment here preſcribed is no way propor- 
tionable, either in reſpe& of God, or Man; and, therefore, ought 
the more ſtriffly to be Executed : A Crime againſt the Common 
Parent, Lord, and Great Benefa&or of Mankind ; and, therefore, 


ought, by all Men, much more to be reſented than any Indignity 


ered to our Natural Parents, or to any Humane . BenefaQors ; 
which, to negleR, is uſually reputed great Baſeneſs : A Crime of 


the greateſt Inconſiderateneſs, Vanity, and Baſenefs of Mind ; [n- 


C ateneſs, ſo to tranſgreſs the Laws of God and Man ; to give 


. Example of Diſorder, and Violation of Laws to others ;. to con- 


tradi himſelf, his Profeſfion of Belicf of a Dcity, and the Chriſtian 
Religipn, and his Pretence to Loyalty, and Regard to his Countrey 
to expoſe his Reputation, and, by his own Example, to provoke 
the Indignation of others, and encourage Rudenefſs, Diſ-rcſpe&, and 
Afﬀeonts to himſelf ;, and all this, with ſo much Fanity as many do, 
upon ſo mean a Motive as an affeted Ornament of Speech and 
Gallantry, which is, to Glory in his Shame : and, belides, with 
ſo much Baſeneſs of Spirit, as many do, even contrary to the Diftates 
of their Conſcience, in Compliance with ſuch inconfiderate and vain 
Perſons, for fear of Reproach, little Cenſures, or Contempt- from 
them : or through Impotence, which cannot overcome ſo unrea- 
Gable a Habit, or evil Cuſtom : Laſtly, A Crime fo Vnnataral, 
and intirely Diabclical, without any Natural Diſpoſition to it, but 
meerly of Diabolical Impreſſion, that the Common Swearer may 


- reaſonably be reputed an Aſſociate with that Curſed Prophane 


Company of Witches, and Confederates with the Devil, and ought 
© be abhorred by all Sober People, and Puniſhed in the next degree 
to that accurſed Crew; And if we farther conſider how common 
this Diabolica! and Abominable Sin 1s amongſt us, not only among 
the Ruder and Baſer Sort, as they are repured, but even among 
thoſe who have had, what is commonly reputed, the greateſt Ad- 
vantaze of Education ; and how impudent, to be Jooked upon as 
a matter of Gallantry, and to be gloried in; we muft conclude 
if, if we will judge impartially, the Shame of the State in theſe late 
Reigns, the Shame of the Magiſtrates, the Shame of the Clergy, 
and the Shame of the People and Nation; and one of thole Im 
pieties for which he Land Atexrneth, Jer. 23. 10. And if, beſides 
z=Bblizations bcfore-mentioned to Execute the Laws in general 


inſt the Sacred Majeſty and Holineſs of Almighty God ; a. 
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of God. if 4 Soul Sin, and hear the Voice of Swearing, "and it a Wit 


"times in the Year, under a certain Penalty. 


ſo little Tempration in Nature, or from any Natural Di 


-only to Preach againſt the Sin, bur alſo to preſs the Duty of Infot- 
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and People; and” every one, as they have Occation Wy tt e S up 
efſion and Extirpation of ſo Unnatural, Diabolical, ad A Domina 


le a Crime, I muſt leave them to bear their Iniquity by the Judgment | 


neſs whether he hath ſeen or known of it, if he do not urter it, then be 
ſhall bear his Iniquity, Levit- 5. 1, } 
But theſe things, hope, will be more largely preſſed by the C oY _ 
when the ACT is read in the Church, as it is ordered to be four. Net 


would be doubly Shameful, if their Preaching, with ſuch Aﬀfiſtanice. 
of the Civil Authority, ſhould not be able to ſuppreſs (6 N., A 
ſo unreaſonable, ſo unnatural and diabolical a Crime, which hath 2 


ſtrengthen-or ſypport it : and I cannot think any Mn fit' to: hold” we 
Cure of Souls, who will permit any ſuch Crime committed in his 
Pariſh to eſcape unpniſhed, if he know it, or can have Proof ts 

convict the Offender. And, to that purpoſe, it will be neceſſary, nor 


mation to ſuppreſs it. 
If any Member of Parliament ſhould preſume, Upon his Priv 
it is toberemembred : x. That Information to a Magiſtrate ap 
a Member of Parliament for this Offence, is no Breach of Priviledpe. 
2, Nor is a Warrant by a Juſtice of the Peace to demand the For- 
feiture. 3, Or a Demand of the Forfeiture by an Officer, ac- 
cording to his Warrant, But if the Forfeiture be nor paid, the 
Magiſtrate may make another Warrant to diſtrain when the Time 
of Priviledge is out, or, in the mean time, upon juſt Occafion 
ſend up the Warrant, with the Conſtables or Church-Wardens Re- 
turn, to the Parliament, And this may be very fit to, be done when 
the Offence is committed with ſuch aggravaying Circumſtances, as 
manifeſt it to be done wilfully and preſumptuouſly : For that being 
a Contempt of the Laws, and, by Confequence, ofthe Authority by 
which they are made; and which is far above all, of the Sacred 
Majcſty of Almighty God, whoſe Miniſters, Legiſlators, and Ma= 
gSiſtrates are, it is very fit to be well conſider'd, whether ſuch a Per- 
ſon be fit to be permitted to fit in Parliament, or ta be admitted to 
any Publick Employment in a Chriſtian State ? -4jh 
To conclude, What from theſe Principles is demonſtrated neceſſary” i 'S 
to be done, is from Experience, and particularly of what was dc :* "pw 
in þ 5s ie ' Uſurpation very. evident that ir is practicable, d MAY. 
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Tn tion to Man, as voy , {+ 
i Change ; and abies it concerns Bothtt 
S wit well to the Government, to look') we ll 
Revolutions and. Confuſjons have proceed 


n. ſuch'Occaſions, and take care,*Þy"an' effe&tual.Re By Bf. 


to prevent the like here in time,  Ahd if that will I's 
Exampleof our ent Neighbour and Encmy'c og ie 
0 A Gedy Zealonjie, leſt. he not on nly ger the] Vi 
Þ rake our Crown from us, by the Favour of God, 

Ernerd, ative, reſolute and faithful in the Reformation 6 
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Reformed+ Religion, are here. Nay, our very Publick Con- 


"OS {-# 


pw 


ns, His LM 
Writers ation 21 Jan. 169... may riſe_in Jadzment againſt tis, 
rider ceof our Unfaithfulneſs in the Service of God, of our Trifli 
vitt .h s.Holy Majeſty, and wilful Negle& of known and a 


hy pt that Hopeful Reformation begun upon Her Majeſty's Letter to 


be Taſtices Mtadleſex, 9 July, 1691. and the ndignity done. done p; 


, Certainly will a eiihs a juſt Recompence of Rewar 
ings may bring Evil upon the whole, but eſpecially ypon Ho n 
wi ble door the Fault 'doth lye : But. true Zeal for” this Service 
may prevent the Evil from the. whole, but eſpecially from BA 
" who are Faithful therein. 
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Wickedneſs amongft his Peopte, than we,. who pretend: to'a £ WE , 
s Letter to the Biſhops of 13 Feb, 1633. and His 2 


Dits. ” And that wicked Praice which was uſed tb inter- | 


